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The conservation status of Clematis khuzestanica, an endemic
species of Iran

M. Dinarvand*, Z. Jamzad? and A. Jalili?

Abstract

Clematis khuzestanica Dinarvand is a species of the Ranunculaceae family endemic to Iran. Its type specimen
was collected from Khuzestan province. The national project for assessing Iranian plant conservation status,
along with IUCN guidelines, was used to evaluate this species based on three criteria: Extent of Occurrence, Area
of Occupancy, and population size. This species is found at only one location, with approximately six individuals.
It is therefore critically endangered and requires immediate, full protection. Ex-situ conservation should include
cultivating the species in botanical gardens and storing seeds in the Natural Resources Gene Bank of Iran. For
in situ conservation, the Natural Resources and Watershed Organization and the Department of Environment
of Iran should designate the species' habitats as protected enclosures and genetic reserves, implement habitat
monitoring, raise local awareness, and prevent habitat disturbance

Keywords: Critically endangered, Ex situ, In situ, Conservation, Ranunculaceae.
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