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Introducing the habitat of the endemic species Salsola abarghuensis
Assadi and the necessity of its conservationit

S. Zarekial*, A. MirhoseiniZ, A.B. Mirjalili3, M.R. Ahmadi Rokn Abadi* and M.T. Zare®
Abstract

The genus Salsola belongs to the family Chenopodiaceae and is the largest genus within the subfamily Salsoloideae.
Itis widely distributed across arid and semi-arid regions of the world, encompassing 130 species. Characteristics such
as drought and salinity tolerance, resistance to pests and diseases, a deep root system, soil stabilization capacity,
high seed and forage productivity, efficient water absorption, and diverse life forms have rendered this genus superior
to many others. Given the increasing spread of saline areas in the country, the utilization of Chenopodiaceae plants
that can survive in such habitats is of significant importance. In light of the importance of conserving exclusive species
and their potential use in rangeland restoration, investigating the habitat of this particular species becomes essential.
This article examines the features of the growing environment of Salsola abarghuensis, a key plant element of the
Irano-Turanian region, which is endemic to Iran and specifically found in the Chah Beigi (Abarkooh) Desert. The
expansion of agricultural lands and pistachio orchards, declining groundwater levels, human-induced habitat degra-
dation, and limited reproduction due to high soil salinity and prolonged droughts are among the most critical factors
threatening this species. These challenges highlight the urgent need for increased attention to its habitat and support
efforts to designate this rare species as a genetic reserve and protected area.

Keywords: Salsola, salty areas, halophyte, desert.
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