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Mishineh-Marg Mt., one of the highest mountains in the
east of Central Alborz with diverse and rich flora

M. Amini Rad!"and A.M. Pahlevani?
Abstrac

Mishineh-Marg Mt., with ca. 4050 m a.s.l, is one of the highest rocky and stony peaks of the Alborz
Mountains in Iran, which is situated between Tehran and Mazandaran Provinces. Many highlands and peaks
of Iran have prominent and unique flora and fauna, considered undisturbed areas due to the harsh conditions
of climbing and accessing. Furthermore, some of these habitats are disturbed and endangered because of
overgrazing. The Iranian mountainous areas, especially alpines, have been less studied in terms of flora and
vegetation compared to other areas. So, such studies can improve our knowledge regarding biodiversity and
the conservation status of the existing species. In the survey conducted in the alpine and semi-alpine regions
of Mishineh-Marg Mt. during three years, 287 taxa, including species and infraspecific taxa (subspecies and
varieties) of 165 genera, and 48 families have been collected and determined, including 72 Iranian endemics,
20 regional endemics, and 40 rare taxa. Astragalus (17 species), Veronica (8 species), Allium (7 species),
Silene, and Tanacetum (each one six species) are the largest genera in this region. Overgrazing, the high
numbers of visiting tourists, illegal hunters, and off-road vehicles are the main factors and most problematic
issues of environmental destruction in the studied region. According to the high richness of plant species and
existing of many endemics and rare taxa in the region, it is suggested Mishineh-Marg Mt. be recognized as
a “protected area” by the Iranian Department of Environment Organization.

Keywords: Alborz, biodiversity, alpine flora, rare plants, Iran.
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Draba pulchella Willd., Dracocephalum aucheri
Boiss., Gypsophila aretioides Boiss. (\Y Sz)
,Olimarabidopsis pumila (Stephan) Al-Shehbaz,
Paraquilegia caespitosa (Boiss. & Hohen.) J.R.
Drumm. & Hutch., Saxifraga iranica Bornm.(\Y |Sz)
, Silene odontopetala Fenzl, Tanacetum hololeucum
(Bornm.) Podlech, Viola spathulata Willd.
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Allium elburzense Wendelbo (\Y &), Allium
hymenorhizum Ledeb., Artemisia melanolepis
Boiss., Aspreula glomerata subsp. bracteata (Boiss.)
Ehrend., Astragalus monanthemus Boiss., Carum
caucasicum (M.Bieb.) Boiss., Didymophysa aucheri
Boiss., Euphorbia aucheri Boiss. (\0 s.z), Noccaea
valerianoides (Rech.f.), Scutellaria glechomoides
Boiss., Senecio iranicus B.Nord. (\# ), Veronica
mirabilis Wendelbo.
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M.Bieb., Carex microglochin Wahlenb., Carex
orbicularis subsp. kotschyana (Boiss. & Hohen.)
Kukkonen, Catabrosa aquatica (L.) P.Beauv., Cirsium
rhizocephalum C.A.Mey., Dactylorhiza umbrosa (Kar.
& Kir.) Nevski (\V Xz), Eleocharis quinqueflora
(Hartmann) O.Schwarz, Epilobium gemmascens
C.A.Mey., Equisetum arvense L., Ficaria kochii
(Ledeb.) lIranshahr & Rech.f., Gagea confusa
A.Terracc., Pedicularis pycnantha Boiss., Plantago
gentianoides Sm. subsp. griffithii (Decne.) Rech.f.
(VA J),Primula auriculata Lam., Trichophorum
pumilum (Vahl) Schinz & Thell., Triglochin palustris
L., Veronica anagalis-aquatica L. subsp. michauxii
(Lam.) Elenevsky (\4 Js).
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pinetorum Boiss. subsp. declinatus Podlech (Y- [S)
,Bromus danthoniae Trin., Bunium cylindricum
(Boiss. & Hohen.) Drude, Campanula stevenii subsp.
beauverdiana (Fomin) Rech.f. & Schiman-Czeika, Cicer
tragacanthoides Jaub. & Spach var. tragacanthoides
(Y\ Jz), Cirsium lappaceum (M.Bieb.) Fisch., Cousinia
multiloba DC., Dracocephalum kotschyi Boiss., Elymus
longearistatus (Boiss.) Tzvelev, Euphorbia cheiradenia
Boiss. & Hohen., Euphorbia microsciadia Boiss.,
Fibigia suffruticosa (Vent.) Sweet, Geranium persicum
Schoenbeck-Temesy, Helichrysum oligocephalum
DC., Marrubium astracanicum Jacq., Nepeta racemosa
L. (vy JXz), Onobrychis cornuta (L.) Desv., Scorzonera
mucida Rech.f., Aellen & Esfand., Scrophularia frigida
Boiss., Tanacetum polycephalum subsp. duderanum
(Boiss.) Podlech.
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Acantholimon demawendicum Bornm., Achillea
millefolium L. subsp. elbursensis Hub.-Mor., Astragalus
aegobromus Boiss. & Hohen., Astragalus confusus
Bunge, Astragalus lilacinus Boiss., Astragalus
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Anthriscus nemorosa (M.Bieb.) Spreng (Yv J2),
Chaerophyllum khorossanicum Czem. ex Schischk.,
Cirsium hygrophyllum Boiss., Crucianella gilanica subsp.
elbursensis (Ehrend.) Ehrend. & Schonb.-Tem., Leutea
petiolaris (DC.) Pimenov, Ligularia persica Boiss. (V¥ S.z)
,Mentha longifolia var. asiatica (Borriss.) Rech f. (Y0 )
, Rumex kandavanicus (Rech.f.) Rech.f., Solenanthus
stamineus (Desf.) Wettst., Tanacetum partheniifolium
(Willd.) Schultz-Bip., Tanacetum persicum (Boiss.)
Mozaffarian, Urtica dioica L.
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Achillea millefolium, Acroptilon repens (L.) DC., Arctium
minus (Hill.) Bernh. (v# ), Carduus transcaspicus
Gandog, Cichorium intybus L. (YV Jz), Crambe juncea
M.Bieb., Dactylis glomerata subsp. hispanica Domin,
Eryngium billardierei F.Delaroche, Euphorbia virgata
Waldst. & Kit.,, Isatis kotschyana Boiss. & Hohen.
(YA JKz) , Salvia verticillata L., Thalictrum minus L.
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bracteata, Astragalus confusus, Astragalus perdurans,
Cicer tragacanthoides var. tragacanthoides (Y\ |Xz),
Galium aucheri Boiss., Iranecio elbursensis (Boiss.)
B.Nord., Ligularia persica (YY¥ (Xz), Ranunculus
elbrusensis Boiss., Saxifraga iranica, Senecio iranicus
(\# JXz), Tanacetum elbursense Mozaffarian, Veronica
mirabilis, Viola spathulata (Y4 JS.).
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