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Salook protected area, a treasure of plant and animal
species in northeast Iran

N. Kamali*", P. Panahi?, R. Layegh®, M. Souri* and L. Karimi®

Abstract

Protected areas and national parks are considered as safe habitats for many plant and animal species.
These areas in the country have a special place to preserve the genetic diversity of living organisms. Salook
region in North Khorasan province with about 17000 hectares is one of the most diverse plant and animal
treasures in northeast of Iran. In addition, this area is one of the Four Hotspot Areas under the authority of
Iranian Environment Organization. In this area, 496 plant species, belonging to 296 genera and 71 families,
and more than 100 animal species have been identified. Artemisia is the dominant plant of the area in two
forms: Artemisia sieberi in lowlands and A. aucheri in mountainous areas. The Salook area is the most
important deer habitat in North Khorasan province as 70% of the province's deer population live in the area.
In recent years, the region's unique biodiversity has been threatened by natural and human degradation;
therefore, proper management is recommended to reduce the damage to the area to some extent.

Keywords: Wildlife, biodiversity, Salook protected area, Four Hotspot Areas
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Elaeagnaceae Elaeagnus angustifolia L. 41| Cupressaceae Juniperus excelsa M.Bieb. 1
Asteraceae Acroptilon repens (L.) DC. 42 | Berberidaceae Berberis vulgaris L. 2
Ephedraceae Ephedra sinica Stapf 43 Rosaceae Cotoneaster discolor Pojark. 3
Euphorbieae Euphorbia bungei Boiss. 44 Rosaceae Prunus sp. 4
Hypericaceae Hypericum perforatum L. 45 Rosaceae Carthamus tinctorius L. 5
Iridaceae Iris demawendica (Bornm.) Dykes |46 Rosaceae Amygdalus scoparia 6
Brassicaceae Eruca sativa Mill. 47 Rosaceae Crataegus spp. 7
Leguminosae Sophora pachycarpa C.A.Mey. 48 Salicaceae Salix spp. 8
Scrophulariaceae Verbascum speciosum Schrad. 49 | Boraginaceae Heliotropium europaeum L. 9
Ranunculaceae Ranunculus sp. 50 Rosaceae Crataegus aroni 10
Rutaceae Haplophyllum perforatum (M. Bieb.) | 51 Rosaceae Rosa albicans Godet ex Boiss. 11
Fabaceae Lupinus spp. 52 Moraceae Ficus carica L. 12
Lamiaceae Perovskia abrotanoides Kar. 53 Fabaceae Astragalus lambertii (Pursh) Spreng. | 13
Polygonaceae Rumex alveolatus Los.-Losinsk. | 54 | Polygonaceae Polygonum aviculare L. 14
Hyoseridinae Sonchus maritimus L. 55| Polygonaceae Panicum effusum R.Br. 15
Solanaceae Solanum nigrum L. 56 Poaceae Hordeum murinum L. 16
Solanaceae Datura stramonium L. 57 Poaceae Avena fatua L. 17
Brassicaceae Crambe kotschyana Boiss. 58 Poaceae Bromus rigidus Roth. 18
Fabaceae Alhagi maurorum Medik. 59 | Caryophyllaceae Acanthophyllum sp. 19
Boraginaceae Anchusa italica Retz. 60 | Caryophyllaceae Cleome coluteoides Boiss. 20
Fabaceae Astragalus aaronii (Eig) Zohary 61| Brassicaceae |Descurainiasophia(L.)WebbexPrantl| 21
Biebersteiniaceae Biebersteinia multifida DC. 62| Boraginaceae Anchusa italica Retz 22
Apiaceae Bunium persicum (Boiss.) B.Fedtsch. | 63 Apiaceae Eryngium bungei Boiss. 23
Brassicaceae Lepidium draba L. 64 | Papaveraceae Fumaria vaillantii Loisel. 24
Asteraceae Centaurea depressa M.Bieb. 65 Iridacea Iris songarica Schrenk 25
Chenopodiaceae Chenopodium album L. 66 Ixioliriaceae | Ixiolinontataricum(Pall.)Schult.&Schult.f. | 26
Asteraceae Cirsium arvense (L.) Scop. 67 Malvaceae Malva sylvestris L. 27
Nitrariaceae Peganum harmala L. 68 | Portulacaceae Portulaca oleracea L. 28
Resedaceae Reseda lutea L. 69 Lamiaceae Perovskia abrotanoides Kar. 29
Asteraceae Taraxacum o;f/ :I”\;\?ilgg(L.) Weber ex 70 Solanceae Hyoscyamus squarrosus Giriff. 30
Rosaceae Prunus domestica L. 71 Umbelliferae Ferula gummosa Boiss. 31
Lamiaceae Ziziphora clinopodioides Lam. 72 Compositae Achillea millefolium L. 32
Apiaceae Cuminumsetifolium(Boiss.)Koso-Pol. | 73 | Convolvulaceae Convolvulus arvensis L. 33
Asteraceae Lactuca orientalis (Boiss.) Boiss. |74 Apiaceae Falcaria vulgaris Bernh. 34
Poaceae Festuca ovina L. 75 Lamiaceae Mentha longifolia (L.) L. 35
Poaceae Bromus tomentellus Boiss. 76 Apiaceae Bifora testiculata (L.) Roth 36
Caprifoliaceae Lonicera albiflora Torr. & A. Gray |77 Apiaceae Bupleurum falcatum L. 37
Apiaceae Dorema a/tF(’:iI:]/;onnC/‘/V Korovin ex 78 Apiaceae . ggg.lLé‘chgﬁlgg.r)/cslzde 38
Brassicaceae Moriera spinosa Boiss. 79 Apiaceae Cha(e:rzog Z{;’E_@f@%ﬁ:ﬁgcum 39
Brassicaceae Alyssum inflatum Nyar. 80| Brassicaceae |Alyssum linifolium Stephan ex Willd. | 40
Berberidaceae Berberis integerrima Bunge 81| Brassicaceae Matthiola afghanica 41
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Asteraceae Achillea millefolium L. 11 Nitrariaceae Peganum harmala L. 1
Amaryllidaceae Allium giganteum Regel 12 | Berberidaceae Berberis vulgaris L. 2
Fabaceae Sophora pachycarpa C.A.Mey. 13 Rosaceae Cotoneaster nummularius Fisch. & C.A. Mey.| 3
Solanaceae Datura stramonium L. 14 Apiaceae Bunium persicum (Boiss.) B.Fedtsch. 4
Fabaceae Alhagi maurorum Medik. 15 Rosaceae Prunus dulcis (Mill.) D.A.Webb 5
Biebersteiniaceae Biebersteinia multifida DC. 16 Rosaceae Amygdalus scoparia Spach 6
Boraginaceae Anchusa italica Retz. 17 | Plantaginaceae Plantago lanceolata L. 7
Brassicaceae Descurainia sophia (L.) 18 Apiaceae Ferula gummosa Boiss. 8
Lamiaceae Perovskia abrotanoides Kar. 19 Lamiaceae Ziziphora clinopodioides Lam. 9
Malvaceae Malva sylvestris L. 20 Lamiaceae Mentha longifolia (L.) L. 10
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