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Iranian long-lived Junipers
M. Khoshnevis **, M. Matinizadeh ?, A. Shirvany® and M. Teimouri*

Abstract

Juniperus excelsa is exclusive to mountainous areas with a tangible presence in 21 provinces of Iran. It is distributed
in Iran at an altitude of 500 to 3500 meters above sea level. Resistance to temperature changes, presence on a wide
range of rainfall, resistance to 4 to 5 months of dry season, good resistance to pests and diseases, and sustainability
against wind and storm and heavy snowfall are considered as the outstanding features of this species. Several factors
have given this species the opportunity to survive over time and reach the old age. The first factor is the genetic
characteristic, providing high resistant to environmental stresses. Being away from human societies is another factor
that has created an opportunity for them to survive. Being evergreen is another factor that comes along with these two
factors. Most trees in Iran are deciduous, and evergreen trees, especially conifers like cedar and pine, have very little
diversity. As a result, they have always been the subject of public attention and often people not only have avoided
cutting them off, but also have expanded the presence of these trees by planting their seedlings. Juniper has also
enjoyed this luck because of being evergreen and less has been cut and destroyed. These characters have caused
wide distribution of lots of long-lived junipers in different provinces. Investigation on long-lived Junipers in Iran shows
the presence of 44 long-lived tree and shrub species with different frequency. North Khorasan province (33 stands)
has the highest frequency of long-lived juniper followed by Semnan (12) and (7) Tehran provinces. Certainly, in the
further study of the identification of long-lived trees of the country, other stands of this species will be identified and
their data will be recorded.

Keywords: Long-lived tree, juniper
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