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Introducing a number of lichens as bioindicators in the country
S. R. Safavi'™, S. S. Kazemi? and B. Siavash?

Abstract

Lichens have been used as "Bioindicators" to detect environmental pollution since 35 years ago.
"Bioindication" is a method by which the quality of environment can be determined through examining
population, performance or biological status of a species or group of species in an ecosystem. Lichens
are also used to observe the changes in environmental contamination levels in a period of time or
biomonitoring.

Currently, air quality, metal contamination, the conservation status of woodlands and the ozone hole
could be monitored using lichen.
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